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WEST COUNTY PERMANENT HHW SITES

101 Pittsburg Ave, Richmond
West Contra Costa County Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Facility
HHW Collection: Wednesday – Saturday

7501 Schmidt Ln., El Cerrito
El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental 
Resource Center
HHW Collection: Tuesday Only

https://recyclemore.com/hazardous-waste/hhw-facility-info/
https://www.el-cerrito.org/1041/Household-Hazardous-Waste-Collection


PARTICIPATION
ANALYSIS

• Seasonal fluctuations are obvious 
(slow in winter); no events 

• Participation has rebounded 
from COVID-19 and is on track 
for 2022 to be similar to 2021 
participation

NOTE: No data for November and 
December 2022.





JURISDICTION PARTICIPATION
Each jurisdiction’s 
participation at both 
permanent facilities,    
from 2012 through 2022 
Year to Date (YTD as of 
10/31/22) are indicated 
in the table and indicates 
an increasing trend of 
usage.

NOTE: COVID-19 reduced 
overall participation in 2020

Note - Starting 2020, Pt. Richmond participation is noted in the system as Richmond



JURISDICTION PARTICIPATION – CON’T
Participation at the Richmond and El Cerrito HHW Facilities 

January 2021 through October 2022

Note - Starting 2020, Pt. Richmond participation is noted in the system as Richmond



WEEKLY 
PARTICIPATION BY 
DAY OF THE WEEK 

• Participation rebounded from COVID-19 and 
remained mostly consistent with fairly even 
participation on all operating days. 

• Note that Tuesday HHW Operations occur at El 
Cerrito and Wednesday through Saturday 
operations occur at Richmond.



POUNDS AND WASTE TYPES COLLECTED
FY 2021-2022

• The El Cerrito HHW Facility continues to collect significantly more batteries and lamps than the Richmond facility.
• The El Cerrito Recycling Center collects batteries, lamps, sharps, and pharmaceuticals during all six operating days; 

where Richmond collects only 4 days per week. The Recycle-Only HHW facility operated by El Cerrito and then 
transferred to the Tuesday HHW facility. 

• The sharps and pharmaceuticals collected under the Door-to-Door program are almost entirely collected from the 
kiosks located around the service area.  

• The “Other” waste includes contaminated absorbents, fire extinguishers, mercury-containing equipment, smoke 
alarms, and PCB wastes. 



POUNDS AND WASTE TYPES COLLECTED 
FY 2021-2022

• Latex and Oil-based paint reflect 
a large portion of material 
collected and are collected as part 
of the PaintCare Stewardship 
program.

• Flammable/Poisons make up 
another large portion of material 
collected. This waste stream 
includes Paint-Related Material 
(PRM), caulking, roofing tar, 
pesticides, fertilizers, and others.

• E-Waste is the 3rd largest portion 
collected. 



TEMPORARY HHW EVENT PARTICIPATION
2021 & 2022



TEMPORARY HHW EVENT POUNDS COLLECTED
2021 & 2022

• Although participation at the 2022 events was less than the 2021 events, the amount of waste 
per participant significantly increased, specifically for the Hercules and Richmond events

• The California limit to transport HHW to a HHW program is 15 gallons or 125 pounds per trip. 



TEMPORARY HHW EVENT PARTICIPATION 
2022 COMPARED TO 2021, 2020 AND 2019

2022 participation is comparable to 2019 
(Before COVID-19 Pandemic)

HERCULES Participants

2022 650

2021 896

2020 1,032

2019 559

EL SOBRANTE Participants

2022 570

2021 737

2020 832

2019 306

RICHMOND Participants

2022 368

2021 452

2020 806

2019 379



HERCULES EVENT – JUNE 25, 2022
HERCULES CORPORATE YARD



EL SOBRANTE EVENT – AUGUST 27, 2022
HILLTOP CHURCH OF CHRIST

Clean Earth staff preparing for 
the event with a safety meeting. 



RICHMOND EVENT – SEPTEMBER 24, 2022
GALILEO CLUB



REUSE PROGRAM 
AMOUNTS AND ANNUAL COST SAVINGS

• Richmond Facility Only
• Some materials received are in good condition – set aside for public 

to take (ReUSE) – instead of disposal
• Not all collected HHW is eligible for reuse (e.g., batteries, e-waste, 

lamps, sharps, used oil)
• Saves significant costs

• Approximately $15,902 for 2022 YTD 
• Using an estimate of $0.80 per pound for disposal

YEAR 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
YTD

Pounds 17,303 30,024 19,778 31,097 19,130 17,509 13,748

Cost 
Savings

$13,842 $30,004 $21,242 $28,673 $17,703 $19,822 $15,902



ARCHITECTURAL PAINT STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
• The West County HHW program 

has been participating in the 
Architectural Paint Stewardship 
program (PaintCare) which funds 
the management of architectural 
paint.  

• In addition, there are two 
PaintCare sponsored drop-off 
locations in the RecycleMore 
service area

• Kelly-Moore in San Pablo

• Westlake Hardware in Pinole. 

• For 2021/2022

• Total lbs collected:  292,668

• Savings: $152,268



HOME-GENERATED 
SHARPS & PHARMACEUTICALS PROGRAM

• California adopted the Pharmaceutical 
and Sharps Waste Stewardship 
Program 

• Offers safe and convenient disposal 
options for pharmaceutical drugs and 
home-generated sharps waste

• No cost to the consumer
• 3 Collection Opportunities

1) El Cerrito Recycling Center
2) Richmond HHW Facility
3) Kiosk Collections (7 locations*)

• Collection for 2021/2022
• Sharps = 11,452 total lbs.
• Pharms = 7,760 total lbs.
• Total Collected:  19,212 lbs.

Location Sharps Pharmaceuticals POUNDS

El Cerrito Recycling  
Center

3,864 4,536 8,400

Richmond HHW 
Facility

5,895 1,149 7,044

Kiosk Collection 1,693 2,075 3,768

GRAND TOTAL 11,452 7,760 19,212

* 2 Kiosks locations only collect Sharps



HHW PROGRAM METRICS COMPARISONS

• There are more pounds per person delivered to El Cerrito than Richmond (larger load size).
• There are even more pounds per person delivered at the Events.
• Richmond Operates 4 days a week; El Cerrito operates only on Tuesday.
• Cost Per Participant = $94.22
• Cost Per Pound = $1.61



HHW PROGRAM METRICS COMPARISONS, CON’T
ONE-DAY EVENTS:
The one-day events are the costliest option due to several factors including:

• Coordination with the site owners and documentation require staff time.

• Events require 30-40 staff for the day plus significant time spent preparing 
the site.  (The permanent facilities operate with an average of three staff).

• Preparations for the event require public notification through postcard 
mailings and electronic notifications to the area.  

• Local permit fees and the cost for off-duty officers adds some cost.

• The entire operating area needs to be covered with plastic as required by 
regulations. The cost of materials and labor is a significant cost.



METRICS REPORT HIGHLIGHTS
• Richmond and EL Cerrito Facilities:

• Total Participation for Richmond and El Cerrito Facilities – DOWN 2%
• 10,102 (2022 YTD*) compared to 12,867 (2021)
• Participation by at least 14,706 residents is 16.5% usage rate using a service area 

population of 88,961 households. 
• HHW Events:

• Participation down from last year, but amount collected per person increased
• 1,839 (2022) compared to 2,534 (2021)
• Lbs. collected per person: 77.6 lbs. (2022) compared to 66.8 (2021)

• ReUSE Program YTD Savings $15,902
• Paint Stewardship Program Cost Savings $152,268
• Home-Generated Sharps/Pharms Program Collected 19,212 lbs.
• Top 3 Waste Classifications Collected

1. Flammables/Poisons = 224,732 lbs.
2. Latex Paint = $206,803 lbs.
3. E-Waste = 164,621 lbs. * YTD = Data though October 31, 2022



ITEMS FOR FUTURE REVIEW

This analysis indicates some potential trends on HHW program 
participation that is worthy of future review including: 

• Monitor impact and convenience of the Pharmaceutical and Sharps Product 
Stewardship implementation and potentially adjust service levels

• Review the level of repeat customers
• Evaluate the storage capacity of the El Cerrito Satellite HHW Facility
• Expand
• Review usage of the Door-to-Door program
• Review the Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) Program 

(For small businesses and non-profits)
• Monitor the residents of Kensington using the El Cerrito Satellite HHW Facility
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